CITY OF NEWPORT
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
NEWPORT CITY HALL
March 8, 2018 – 5:30 P.M.
Chairperson:
Vice-Chair:
Commissioner:
Commissioner:
Commissioner:

Marvin Taylor
David Tweeten
Anthony Mahmood
Laurie Elliott
Saengmany Ratsabout

City Administrator:
Asst. to the City Admin:
Planner:
Council Liaison:

Deb Hill
Travis Brierley
Sherri Buss
Bill Sumner

AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
3. APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
A. Minutes of the February 8, 2018 Planning Commission Meeting

4. 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
A. Parks and Trails
B. Housing
C. MRCCA

5. COMMISSION REPORTS
6. NEW / OLD BUSINESS
7. ADJOURNMENT
Upcoming Meetings and Events:
1. City Council
2. Heritage Preservation Committee
3. Park Board
4. Library Advisory Committee
5. City Council
6. Planning Commission

March 15
March 21
March 22
March 27
March 29
April 5

5:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

The Commission discussed how the code would be enforced and who the City would use to monitor
smells. Enforcement fines could be given to board members as they are an officer of the company.
Discussion of making the ticket a misdemeanor compared to a petty misdemeanor would provide a more
direct approach to resolving any prolonged odor condition.
Judi Hunter from the Recycling and Energy Center presented information regarding how the odor is
produced by the Center and what steps are being taken to mitigate and eliminate odors.
Bill Sumner addressed the Commission informing them the changes that have been made have reduced
the odors. Being a liaison to the Center, the way the garbage is disposed of is by separation. There is no
overnight storage of waste on the tipping floor. Mr. Sumner expressed that he is hopeful the work being
done by the Center to mitigate odors is taken into consideration and that community members utilize the
City’s website to submit odor complaints.
Commissioner Tweeten motioned to recommend the changes to the presented odor ordinance to City Council for
approval. Seconded by Commissioner Elliott. Approved 4-0.

7. 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
A. Parks and Trails
B. Housing
Chairperson Taylor motioned to table Agenda Item 7- 2040 Comprehensive Plan until the March Planning
Commission Meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Tweeten. Approved 4-0.

8. COMMISSION REPORTS
None.

9. NEW / OLD BUSINESS
None.

10. ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Tweeten motioned to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting. Seconded by Commissioner
Ratsabout. Approved 4-0.

The Planning Commission Meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. on February 8, 2018.

Respectfully Submitted:
Travis Brierley,
Assistant to the City Administrator
Signed: __________________________
Marvin Taylor, Chairperson
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Memorandum
To:

Newport Planning
Commission

Copies To:

Deb Hill, City Administrator
Travis Brierley, Assistant to
the City Administrator

From:
Date:

Sherri Buss, RLA AICP, City
Planner
February 28, 2018

Reference:

2040 Comprehensive Plan
Parks, Housing and MRCCA
Chapters

Project No.: 16296.000
Routing:

The Planning Commission will review the draft Parks, Housing, and Mississippi River Corridor
Critical Area Plan (MRCCA) chapters of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan at its meeting on March
8. The draft chapters are attached.
The Commission will also discuss the next steps in the Comp Plan process, including public
meetings and distribution of the draft plan to Affected Jurisdictions.
Parks Chapter
The Planning Commission reviewed the Parks chapter previously, and recommended that the
Park Board review it as well. The Park Board reviewed the chapter and provided several
comments, which have been incorporated in the revised chapter, attached. They changes
included:
 Edits to the information on existing park and open space facilities to make the table and
text accurate.
 Request to add a section related to typical park classifications and the geographic areas
that neighborhood parks and community parks serve, identifying any gaps in service
based on the typical standards (page 82).
 Discussion of the potential geographic service gaps and map (pages 84-85)
 Edits to the goals and policies section
Please review the revised chapter and provide any final comments.
Housing Chapter
The draft Housing Chapter has been developed to address the items required by the
Metropolitan Council while discussing housing needs and goals for Newport. The chapter
includes:
 The required housing needs assessment tables. This is 2015 data from the Metro
Council and US Census about Newport’s housing stock.
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A Housing Needs section that acknowledges Newport’s share of the region’s need for
affordable housing, and specifies that the City’s land use plan provides opportunities to
meet this need.
An Implementation section that describes the specific tools the city will use to meet
identified housing needs and the sequence for using the tools.

Please review the Housing Chapter, and provide any comments you have, particularly related to
the Implementation Plan, Goals and Policies.
MRCCA Chapter
The draft MRCCA Chapter has been developed including all of the maps and data that are
required by the DNR and Metro Council for the City’s MRCCA Plan. The MRCCA rules require
the City is required to adopt most of the language in the Goals and Policies as well. I have
included a couple of draft maps that are still in process with TKDA’s GIS Tech.
The Planning Commission should take a close look at the Public River Corridors View section.
This section must include:
 Views toward the river from public places (parks and overlooks) and historic properties,
including a map, photos, and discussion about each site.
 The Plan must include views of the bluffs in Newport from the river. I have included a
view from the Swing Bridge in Inver Grove Heights. Are there other views that need to
be included (must be leaf-on condition)?
 The Plan may include other views of the river valued by the community (places with
public access). Are there any views of the river from Newport that should be added to
this section of the plan?
Please review the Priorities for Restoration and Open Space and Recreational Facilities
sections and provide comments.
Please review the Key Issues and Opportunities section and provide additions or comments.
Next Steps
Staff will be submitting the draft 2040 Plan to the required list of Affected Jurisdictions
(neighboring cities, watershed district, Washington County, National Park Service, etc.). They
will have 6 months to review and comment, so the draft needs to be sent now. The City can
continue to make minor changes to the plan during that time period.
Public Meetings
The City’s work plan for the Comp Plan has proposed two more public meetings on the draft
plan, and requires a public hearing before the Council approves the plan for submission to the
Metro Council.
The Commission should discuss two meetings during the next 6 months on the plan. Staff have
discussed a potential public meeting on the Park and Trails plan (to include the Concept Plan
for the new riverfront park) and a public meeting on the future, land uses, and zoning for the
Transit Station and area to the south, west of Highway 61.
The Commission should discuss the potential topics and format for 2 public meetings/open
houses on the draft plan so staff can schedule the meetings.
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